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Though this meeting was called on other business, yet the project of a general union of the Churches through-.out. the States became a topic of sufficient interest to lead . to the calling of another meeting, to be held in October following, in the city of New York. At this latter meeting, " although the members composing it were not vested with powers adequate to the present exigencies of the Church, they happily, and with great unanimity, laid down a few general principles, to be recommended in the respective States, as the ground on which a future ecclesiastical government should be established." It was also recommended that the several States should send clerical and lay deputies to a future meeting in Philadelphia, on September 27th of the following year. In the interim, the Churches of Connecticut having made choice of the Rev. Dr. Seabury for a Bishop,, he had proceeded to England with a view to consecration. In this application he was not successful, the English Bishops having scruples, partly of a political nature, and partly relative to the reception with which a Bishop might meet, under the then imperfect organization of the Church. Resort was therefore had to the Church in Scotland, where Dr. Seabury received consecration in November, 1784.
According to appointment the first general convention assembled in 1785, in Philadelphia, with delegates from seven of the thirteen States. At this convention, measures were taken for a revisal of the Prayer Book, to adapt it to the political changes which had recently taken place; articles of union were adopted; an ecclesiastical constitution was framed; and the first steps taken for the obtaining of an Episcopate direct from the Church of England.
In June, 1786, the convention again met in Philadelphia, a correspondence having meanwhile been carried on with the Archbishops and Bishops of the English Church, considerable dissatisfaction was expressed on their part relative to some changes in the Liturgy, and to one point of importance in the constitution. The latter of these was satisfied by the proceedings of the then session, and the former were removed by reconsideration in a special convention summoned in October in the same year. It soon appearing that Dr. Provoost had been elected to the Epis-